
 

II International Congress: 

 “Digital Money and ICT Governance in the EU: new 

legal and technological standards” 

 

DATES: 22nd and 23rd of July 2021. 

PLACE: Arqueological Museum of Alicante, MARQ, in Doctor Gómez Ulla Sq. Alicante 

Hybrid format (possibility of online intervention and attendance). 

 More information and updates on the Congress website: https://www.didinet.app/ 

 

DIRECTION: 

Dra. Carmen Pastor Sempere, Associate Professor of Commercial Law, University of 

Alicante. General Director of BAES BlockchainLab and DIDINET Research Group 

ASSISTANT DIRECTION: 

Dra. Vanessa Martí Moya, Associate Professor of Commercial Law, University of 

Valencia. Member of the Research Group COMMENDA, and member of the work team 

of DIDINET  

SECRETARY 

Dña. María Jesús Blanco Sánchez, predoctoral lecturer FPU of Commercial Law, 

University Pablo de Olavide, Sevilla. Researcher at BAES and member of the work team 

of DIDINET 

Dña. Ana Cediel, Lecturer of Tax Law, University of Lleida. Work team DIDINET.  
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MAIN OBJECTIVES: 

 

On July 22 and 23, 2021, the International Congress on "Digital Money: new legal and 

technological standards" will be held in Alicante. It is organized within the framework of 

the project "Digital money and new payment networks. Legal aspects (DIDINET)" 

GVAICO 2020 -194 ", funded by the Department of Education, Culture and Sports of the 

Generalitat Valenciana within the framework of the Program for the promotion of scientific 

research, technological development and innovation in the Valencian Region, in the 

category of consolidable research groups (AICO / 2020), whose main researcher is Carmen 

Pastor Sempere. 

The deadline to submit proposals for communications on the legal, economic, and 

technological areas is open. They may deal with any topic related to the traditional financial 

sector and the use of information and communication technologies (ICT), such as the new 

means of payment or the Stablecoins (stable cryptocurrencies), that are meant to become 

the prevailing system in the EU retail sector in the next future. 

The congress will specially focus on the Governance of Stablecoins issuers. Its issuance by 

large BigTech, outside the traditional financial sector such as FaceBook or Amazon, as well 

as the importance of guaranteeing the protection of user data, make safe remote access to 

payment services a central issue for the EU. This debate has been further increased during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, with a 72 percent increase in the use of financial apps in Europe. 

Such dependence on ICT does not go unnoticed, and since the pandemic began, cyberattacks 

against financial institutions have increased by 38% and there is growing concern to 

effectively address digital threats so that financial institutions can withstand potential ICT 

disruptions. 

The European Commission adopted a Digital Finance Package on September 24, 2020, 

which includes a digital finance strategy and some legislative proposals on digital resilience 

and crypto assets, the main underlying technology of which is Blockchain. Although the 

digital finance package on September 24, 2020, remains only a proposal, it is very likely 

that the new obligations established in it will come into force, given that it has already 

obtained broad support from the Ministers of Economy and Finance at the Economic and 

Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN) on October 6, 2020. 

As part of the digital finance package, DORA and MiCA will be relevant for both financial 

service providers and crypto asset service providers that will be licensed under MiCA. 

Ultimately, those affected must adopt early measures to prepare and adapt to the new 

regime. Even for a number of companies that are already subject to the ECB's supervisory 

expectations on cyber risk and resilience, changes may be required to meet DORA's 

compliance obligations, even if DORA is, in part, based on in the ECB rules. 

The Congress, focusing on this latest legislative package and on technology, will address 

the new common rules that will affect the issuance of Stablecoin in its different variants, as 

well as the underlying technology itself. Attention will be also paid to the new standards of 

the main International Standardization Bodies that will mitigate the risks in the digital 
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transformation posed by the disruption of Blockchain technology in the means of payment. 

All this will be structured through presentations, round tables and panels. 

In short, the congress will serve as a point of union in the contribution of new solutions and 

“lege ferenda” proposals that will be born from the hybridization of the technological, 

economic and legal world. It is expected to provide solutions for the Governance of both 

issuers and providers of cryptographic services from the perspective of groups of companies 

by coordination, as well as to make progress towards a "Code of good governance of 

Stablecoins issuers". This Code should be aimed at aligning the commercial strategies of 

the issuing entities and the management of risks involved in ICT. To this end, the full 

responsibility and accountability of the management body is a general principle for the 

Stablecoin issuing entities’ management of ICT risks, which will result in a set of specific 

requirements, such as the assignment of clear roles and responsibilities for all ICT-related 

functions, establishment of ICT risk tolerance levels, as well as an adequate allocation of 

investments and ICT training. 

 

PROPOSALS OF COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Must be sent to Vanessa.Marti@uv.es, before the 3rd of June, with the following content:  

tittle, 

 abstract of 500-600 words 

name of the autor 

position and e-mail. 

 The e-mail subject must contain the following wording “Communication: International 

Congress digital money and IT Governance in the EU” and the adscription area (juridic, 

economic or technologic).  

The Organizing Committee will notify to the authors the acceptance of their 

Communications by the 14th of June, so they can be held during the Congress. This 

acceptance exempts the payment of the inscription fee. Communications can be written in 

any of the three Congress working languages (Spanish, English and Italian).  

The Committee will select the outstanding communications for publishing purposes, which 

will be notified to their authors. The ultimate version will not exceed the lengh of 20 pages 

(Times New Roman, 12, 1.5 spacing) and must be sent to the following e-mail address:  

Vanessa.Marti@uv.esEsta obra colectiva se publicará en la editorial Aranzadi del Grupo 

Thomson Reuters, la editorial jurídica española de mayor prestigio según el "Estudio 

cualitativo de las editoriales académicas” del CSIC, y en la Colección Estudios Aranzadi, 

también la colección jurídica de mayor prestigio según el mismo estudio.  
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MAIN FIELDS OF INTEREST: 

 

1.- Concept, legal nature and regulation of Digital money and other means of payment 

offered by Blockchain technology, with special focus on Stablecoins. 

2. Scope and technological possibility of making decentralized annotations and their legal 

effects over time, as well as the verification and documentation of “financial transactions”. 

Compensations and settlements in the Blockchain system. 

3. Analysis of the so called “Blockchain balkanization”, proposals for interoperability 

standards between different networks. Financial Market Infrastructures that can handle all 

forms of “digital assets”, as a means to increase confidence in the markets within a new 

digital environment or DLT. Scrutiny of the different interoperability standards and 

interoperable Blockchain networks on the market and proposals issued by the main 

International Standardization Bodies and the “de facto” BigTech standards. 

4. Analysis of the payment networks supported by Blockchain technology and the need of  

new concepts in Competition law, data protection and the Law of groups of companies. 

5. Mitigate security, systemic and user protection risks, focusing on:  

* Proposals addressed to companies for a better alignment of their business strategies, 

their conduct and their ICT risk management thus strengthening the identification and 

mitigation of ICT risks, including “ICT concentration risks”. These proposals should 

increase the overall effectiveness of prevention and resilience measures that, at the 

same time, are proactive in identifying and remediating vulnerabilities. 

* To eliminate fragmentation, redundancies and barriers to rapid, simplified and 

efficient reporting of ICT-related incidents, while increasing supervisors' threat 

awareness through greater breadth and depth of (useful) data capture.  

* To develop and implement stronger test frameworks that are proportionate and 

tailored to company size, business strategy, and risk profile. 

* Companies’ supervision and monitoring of the risks and resilience measures 

employed by third-party ICT providers to better manage risks, including over-

dependence on those enterprises. 

* Creating cooperative frameworks and fostering cooperative links for companies to 

share information on cyber threats and raise awareness about the risks of ICT in 

general to improve collective resilience. 
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Organised within the framework of the following I+D+i Projects:  

 

» “Dinero digital y nuevas redes de pagos. Aspectos jurídicos (DIDINET)” GVAICO 2020-

194 financiado por la Conselleria de Innovación, Universidades, Ciencia y Sociedad Digital de 

la Generalitat Valenciana en el marco de la convocatoria de subvenciones del Programa para la 

promoción de la investigación científica, el desarrollo tecnológico y la innovación en la 

Comunitat Valenciana, en la categoría de grupos de investigación consolidables. Investigador 

Principal: Dra. Carmen Pastor Sempere. 

» “Fenomenología organizativa en el Derecho de sociedades: Nuevos modelos de empresa 
societaria” (DER2017-83428-P), Entidad financiadora: Ministerio de Ciencia e Innovación. 

Investigadores Principales:  Dr. José Miguel Embid Irujo, Dra. Lourdes Ferrando.  

» “Derecho del Comercio Nacional e Internacional”, SEJ 333 de la Junta de Andalucía. IP. Dr. 

Agustín Madrid Parra “Derecho Digital” (RTI2018-096201-B-I00), del programa estatal de 

I+D+i orientada a los retos de la sociedad, en el marco del plan estatal de investigación científica 

y técnica y de innovación 2017 -2020. Investigadores Principales: Dr. Agustín Madrid Parra, 

Dra. Lucía Alvarado Herrera. 

» "Plataformas de intercambio electrónico y nuevos modelos económicos disruptivos; 
problemática jurídica. En particular, el denominado alquiler turístico vacacional" Proyecto 

(RTI2018-097225-B-I00) financiado por el Ministerio de Ciencia e innovación, la Agencia 

Española de Investigación y Fondos FEDER de la UE. Universidad de las Islas Baleares. 

Investigador Principal: Dra. Apol·lònia Martínez Nadal. 
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